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The Right to Legal Personhood of Marginalised Groups: 
Achieving Equal Recognition Before the Law for All  
Oxford University Press, 2024 

The.right.to.legal.personhood.has.been.enshrined.in.human.rights.law.since.its.inception.with.the.Universal.
Declaration.of.Human.Rights.in.7❺0❹¡.However?.it.has.been.largely.overlooked¡.This.book.explores.the.
marginalisation.occurring.as.a.result.of.barriers.to.the.right.to.legal.personhood.and.how.this.can.be.
rectified– how.the.right.to.legal.personhood.can.be.realised.for.marginalised.groups¡.It.presents.a.legal.

argument.for.the.protection.of.the.right.and.a.normative.analysis.of.the.importance.of.the.right.in.
maintaining.equality.in.socio‗legal.systems¡ 

Dr. Anna Arstein-Kerslake, Author 

Dr Anna Arstein-Kerslake is an internationally recognised legal academic in 
the fields of human rights, disability rights, and gender justice. She has 
published widely in these areas, including her recent books, Restoring 
Voice to People (Cambridge University Press 2017) and Legal Capacity 
and Gender (Springer 2020). She is an Associate Professor at the 
University of Melbourne and is committed to bringing research into the 
classroom and engaging students with community, industry, and 
government sectors. She developed, and leads, the Disability Human 
Rights Clinic (DHRC) and the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 
and Disability Benefits Clinic at Melbourne Law School.  

She is Vice Dean of Graduate Studies in the College of Business, Public Policy, and Law and Professor 
in Human Rights in the Irish Centre for Human Rights in the School of Law at the University of 
Galway. Previously, she was the Programme Director of the LLM in International Human Rights Law at 
the Irish Centre for Human Rights (ICHR) at University of Galway (2021-22) and the Programme 
Director for the BA Connect in Human Rights at ICHR (2022-23). 
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https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-right-to-legal-personhood-of-marginalised-groups-9780192843944?q=The%20Right%20to%20Legal%20Personhood%20of%20Marginalised%20Groups:%20Achieving%20Equal%20Recognition%20Before%20the%20Law%20for%20All&cc=us&lang=en
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-right-to-legal-personhood-of-marginalised-groups-9780192843944?q=The%20Right%20to%20Legal%20Personhood%20of%20Marginalised%20Groups:%20Achieving%20Equal%20Recognition%20Before%20the%20Law%20for%20All&cc=us&lang=en
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/about/staff/anna-arstein-kerslake
https://www.universityofgalway.ie/our-research/people/law/annaarsteinkerslake/


   

Rashmi Goel, Commentator 

Rashmi Goel is a professor at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
and writes and researches primarily in criminal law, race, and culture. She also 
teaches comparative law for upper year students here at the law school. She 
has authored comparative law work on dowry deaths in India and sentencing 
circles in Canada, focused primarily on the experiences of women in these 
contexts. She is currently focusing on a comparative analysis of insanity as a 
defense in criminal law across major legal systems. 
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Seth Packrone, Commentator 

Seth Packrone is an assistant professor at the University of Denver Sturm 
College of Law. Seth teaches and writes about issues in the areas of disability 
law, education law, impact litigation, and civil procedure. Seth’s published 
work has appeared in the Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review, and 
he has presented on disability-related issues across the country. 
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The use of University of Denver resources or facilities for this event does not constitute an endorsement by the University or the Sturm College of Law of 
the views of the organizers or speaker(s). 
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