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UNIVERSITY OF DENVER STURM COLLEGE OF LAW 
STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION 

BY-LAWS 
 

Article I.  S.B.A. Senate Elections. 
 
Section 1. Nominations. 
 

A. Nominations for Senate members shall be made in the month of March. 
 

B. Nominations for the First-year Senators and the Legal Masters Senator shall be made 
within thirty days from the first day of Fall classes. 

 
C. To earn a nomination for a Senate position, students must obtain thirty-five signatures 

from their respective Class or Division of the S.B.A.  Legal Masters students must 
obtain ten signatures from the Legal Masters Programs. 

 
D. The Election Committee Chair will supervise the nomination process and determine 

whether all nominees meet the qualifications and requirements set forth in the S.B.A. 
Constitution and By-Laws.  The Election Committee Chair shall be nominated by the 
President and approved by the S.B.A. Executive Board.   

 
E. All candidates must file their complete nomination forms with the Election 

Committee Chair by the deadline. 
 

F. In the event that there are three or more uncontested or vacant offices during the 
nomination process, the Election Committee Chair may extend the nomination 
deadline by one additional week, or a period of time reasonably allowable before the 
next scheduled elections. 

 
Section 2. Elections. 
 

A. All S.B.A. members are eligible to vote.  
 
B. The Election Committee shall govern all elections. Elections shall be in accordance 

with the Election Guidelines.  The Election Guidelines shall be created and 
maintained by the Election Committee and approved by the S.B.A. Senate by a 
majority vote. 

 
C. Elections for all positions shall be within one month of the end of the nomination 

period. 
 

D. Upper-class Senators shall assume office at the conclusion of the Spring semester and 
First-Year Senators and the Legal Masters Senator shall assume office upon election 
in the Fall. 

 
E. The President, Fundraising Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, and S.B.A. Delegate 

to the A.B.A./L.S.D. shall be elected by both the Day and Evening Divisions.  
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F. Only members of the Day Division are eligible to vote for the Day Division Vice-

President. 
 

G. Only members of the Evening Division are eligible to vote for the Evening Division 
Vice-President. 

 
H. All elections shall be by secret ballot. All Senate members shall be elected by a 

plurality of votes cast by the S.B.A. 
 

I. In the event that there is a tie for any position, a run off election will be held between 
the tying candidates as determined by the Election Committee. The run off election 
shall occur no later than one week after the initial election. 

 
J. In the event of a vacancy in the S.B.A. Senate, the vacancy may be filled in 

accordance with Article VI, Section 2 of the Constitution.  In the event a vacancy 
shall arise in the Presidency, the First Vice-President shall become the President, and 
the Second Vice-President shall become the First Vice-President, and so forth.   

 
Section 3. Orientation of New Senators. 
 

A. The S.B.A. Executive Board shall conduct an orientation program for all newly 
elected Senators prior to the end of the academic year. 
 

B. The orientation program shall contain, but is not limited to: 
 

1. Duties required and expected of S.B.A. Senators. 
2. Discussion of S.B.A. Constitution and By-Laws. 
3. Discussion of the Rules of Parliamentary Procedure. 
4. Overview of functions of the S.B.A. Senate. 

 
Article II.  S.B.A. Student Organizations. 
 
Section 1. Purpose. 
 
The purpose of all S.B.A. Student Organizations shall be to promote the academic, social, and 
cultural welfare of the students at the Sturm College of Law. 
 
Section 2. Membership. 
 
Membership in all S.B.A. Student Organizations shall be limited to S.B.A. members. 
 
Section 3. Current Student Organizations. 
 
 A. All S.B.A. Student Organizations shall abide by all policies and procedures of the 
 University of the Denver. 
 
 B. For continued recognition by the Senate, student organizations shall: 
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 1. Continue to fulfill their purpose; 
 2. Submit a list of current leadership to the Student Affairs Office within one week of 

new appointments/elections; and 
 3. Provide a minimum of one event within the academic school year. 
 
 C.  Student organizations that do not comply with Article II, Section 3 in its 
 entirety, upon a majority vote of the Senate may no longer be recognized as an S.B.A. 
 Student Organization. 
 
Section 4. New Student Organizations for Recognition. 
 
 A. All student organizations seeking recognition from the Senate shall demonstrate a 
 need that is not currently being fulfilled and is not reasonably encompassed within 
 another student organization. 
 
 B. The Senate shall consider all proposals that include at a minimum: 
 

  1. A mission statement that describes the nature and goals of the student 
 organization. 

  2. A proposed Constitution, and By-Laws if applicable, that includes an S.B.A. 
 approved non-discrimination clause.  See the S.B.A. Senate Constitution for 
 approved non-discrimination clause language. 

  3. A list of the types of events to be sponsored by the student organization. 
  4. A list of all Officers and a sufficient description of their respective duties and 

 responsibilities. 
 
 C. Upon a majority vote of the Senate for approval, the student organization shall be 
 recognized. 
 
 D. Newly recognized student organizations may submit funding requests to the Finance 
 Committee according to the Senate By-Laws. 
 
Article III.  Financial Allocations. 
 
Section 1. S.B.A. Senate Operating Budget. 
 
 A. The Treasurer of the S.B.A. shall recommend to the Finance Committee a 
 projected operating budget for the following academic year.  
 
 B. The Finance Committee shall recommend to the outgoing Senate a projected 
 operating budget for the following academic year.  
 
 C. Upon approval from the Senate, a projected operating budget shall be presented to the 
 incoming Senate for their consideration.  
  
 D. The incoming Senate shall approve a projected operating budget no later than the 
 2nd Senate meeting of the academic year. 
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Section 2. General Funding Guidelines.  
 
 A. In order to request funding from the Senate, an organization must first be 
 recognized by the Senate. 
 

B. Each student organization shall submit the name of the student organization President 
or equivalent and Treasurer or equivalent to both the University of Denver Sturm College 
of Law Senior Budget Officer and the S.B.A. Treasurer. All requests for reimbursement 
and funding must be signed by either the President or equivalent or Treasurer or 
equivalent of the student organization. 

 
 C. Funding requests must be submitted to the S.B.A. Treasurer. The Finance Committee 
 and Senate will consider all funding requests. Funding requests submitted to the 
 University of Denver Sturm College of Law Senior Budget Officer will be submitted to 
 the S.B.A. Treasurer so the Finance Committee and Senate can consider the request.   
 
 D. Reimbursement requests must be submitted to the University of Denver Sturm 
 College of Law Senior Budget Officer. Payment may take several weeks to reach the 
 organization/individual. The Senior Budget Officer for the University of Denver Sturm 
 College of Law reserves the right to refer any funding or reimbursement requests to the 
 S.B.A. Treasurer. The S.B.A. Treasurer, along with the Senate, will make the 
 appropriate decision as to whether funds should be used in the manner referred.  
 
 E. Under no circumstances will an organization be allowed to receive reimbursements 
 that cause their account balance to drop below zero. If a reimbursement request would 
 bring the account balance below zero, the reimbursement will only be approved up to a 
 zero balance amount. In the event of a special circumstance, the requesting member(s) 
 may either approach the Senate, if during the regular school year, or the S.B.A. Treasurer 
 and President to request additional funding, if the request occurs outside of the regular 
 school year. 
 
 F. If there is no voluntary account activity during the prior fiscal year and the 
 following Fall semester, the funding received shall revert back to the Senate. 
 
Section 3. Student Organization Annual Allocations. 
 
 A. The S.B.A. Treasurer shall notify all student organizations of the deadline for 
 submission of the Student Organization Annual Budget Request Form. The deadline for 
 submission of the Student Organization Annual Budget Request Form shall be no later 
 than April 1.  
 
 B. Each student organization shall be required to complete and submit the Student 
 Organization Annual Budget Request Form. If the Student Organization Annual Budget 
 Request Form is not submitted, the student organization will have to request funds the 
 following year using the Mid-Year Budget Request Form. 
 
 C. The following factors shall be considered in allocating S.B.A. funds to student 
 organizations: 
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 1. Number of students in the organization who pay S.B.A. fees; 
 2. How the group will benefit the student body at large; 
 3. The planned activities of the organization; 
 4. The previous activities of the organization; 
 5. The extent of fundraising carried on independent of the S.B.A.; 
 6. The budget proposal itself: 
  (a) Level of specificity; 
  (b) Actual budget items requested; 
  (c) Number of activities planned;  
  (d) Benefit of planned activities to the student body at large; and 
  (e) Organization of budget proposal; 
 7. Whether the organization spent the previous year's allocation; 
 8. Contributions, if any, from parent organizations; 
 9. Purpose of the group and the extent the group complies with its constitution and 
 bylaws; 
 10. Extent organization complies with S.B.A. requirements, such as S.B.A. 
 Constitution and By-Laws; 
 11. Meetings: Funding will be granted for food and beverage expense for up to 
 three general meetings a year, based on the following formula:  
  (a) 1-25 members = $50/meeting 
  (b) 26-50 members = $90/meeting 
  (c) Greater than 50 members = $125/meeting. 
 
 D. The outgoing Senate shall review and submit recommended allocations to the 
 incoming Senate.  
 
 E. The Finance Committee shall notify each student organization of their recommended 
 allocation. 
 
 F. If an organization is not satisfied with the allocation that it receives, a representative 
 from the organization may petition the S.B.A. Treasurer for reconsideration. If the 
 situation is not resolved, the organization may petition the Senate for reconsideration of 
 its request. Every effort will be made to address reconsiderations in a prompt and timely 
 manner. 
 
Section 4. Events, Travel, Speaker and Mid-Year Allocations. 
 
In order to determine extra allocation of funds, organizations must submit, in advance of the 
activity, the appropriate form to the S.B.A. Treasurer and a representative must personally 
present the request to the Finance Committee.  The Finance Committee shall evaluate the request 
and present recommendations to the Senate. A simple majority of the Senate is required to 
allocate funds.  
 
 A. Events. 
 
 Student organizations wishing to serve alcohol at an event must register the event by 
 filling out an EVENTS APPROVAL FORM indicating that alcoholic beverages will be 
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 served. The student organization must bring the approved form to the Finance Committee 
 in order for the request to be considered. (See the alcohol policy below in Article IV, 
 Section 1 for further details.) 
 
 B. Travel. 
 
 1. The purpose of student travel as funded by the Senate is to expand the presence and 
 reputation of the University of Denver Sturm College of Law and to provide 
 education and leadership training for student leaders.  
 2. All student organizations may request travel funding from the S.B.A. for not more than 

two thirds (2/3) of the eligible cost, and no more than four-hundred dollars ($400) per 
person or twelve hundred dollars ($1200) per organization per academic year.  Under no 
circumstances will any individual traveling under this policy be funded more than two 
thirds (2/3) of his/her eligible costs. Eligible costs are hotel costs, transportation, and 
registration fees. The Senate may consider expenses other than eligible costs at their 
discretion. One third (1/3) of the total approved cost must come from the individual or 
other sources, not from the S.B.A. budget allocations to the organization. 

 
 C. Speakers.  
 
 The purpose of student sponsored speakers is to promote the academic, cultural, or social 
 welfare of S.B.A. members and to enhance the reputation of the University of Denver 
 Sturm College of Law.  
 
 D. Mid-Year Allocations.  
 

New student organizations and continuing student organizations that did not submit a 
Student Organization Annual Budget Request Form the previous year, may submit a 
Mid-Year Budget Request Form. The request will be considered following the same 
factors used in annual budget allocations. (By-Laws, Article III, Section 3 (C)). 

 
Article IV. Policies. 
 
Section 1. Alcohol Policy. 
 
The S.B.A. and all S.B.A. Student Organizations must abide by the University Alcohol 
Policy. The University Alcohol Policy is posted on the Student Affairs Website.  
   
 A. General Event Procedures. 
 
 1. All student organizations wishing to serve alcohol must register the event by 
 filling out an EVENTS APPROVAL FORM indicating that alcoholic beverages 
 will be served. The EVENTS APPROVAL FORM can be obtained from the 
 Student Affairs Office.  
 2. The Dean for Student Affairs will review the request to ensure all necessary 
 information is provided, all contracts are complete, and will evaluate the event 
 for good programming practices.  The Dean will give final approval or 
 disapproval for the event after the EVENTS APPROVAL FORM has been 
 satisfactorily completed by the student organization.  
 3. The Student Affairs Office must approve the event and the form must be 
 filled out and returned to the Events Director at least 10 working days prior to 
 the event.  
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 4. The Events Director will arrange for campus safety to be present. Safety 
 personnel approved by Campus Safety are required and must be present at all 
 times during the event.  
 5. The student organization will then present the funding request for the event to 
 the Finance Committee for approval by the Senate.   
 6. Student organizations who fail to adhere to the policies and procedures will 
 be subjected to disciplinary action under the Code of Student Conduct.  
 
 B. Senate Approval.  
 
 1. The Senate will not reimburse student organizations for alcohol at events 
 unless the event has been pre-approved by the Senate.  This reimbursement 
 policy will work in conjunction with the existing Student Affairs policy on 
 alcohol related events. 

2. Student organizations will only be allowed to provide alcohol at events where 
all organization members have been invited. 
3. If student organizations sell tickets for an off-campus event, the student 
organization can be reimbursed for the alcohol. In order to sell tickets to an 
event, Risk Management, Student Affairs, and the S.B.A. Senate have to pre-
approve the event and serving alcohol at the event. Risk Management has to 
approve the contract so that the required appropriate contractual obligations are 
included. Students do not have authority to sign contracts with third parties on 
behalf of the University. (See Risk Management: Event Planning Checklist- 
contact Student Affairs for the Checklist or with questions.)    
4. Retroactive requests for reimbursement for an event where alcohol is served 
will not be heard.  
5. S.B.A. Student Organizations that fundraise all or a portion of their total 
funds for the year must follow the same provisions set out above regarding the 
spending of or reimbursement through such funds for events where alcohol will 
be provided.  This provision is necessary to ensure appropriate administration of 
student funds and to ensure the appropriate management of alcohol at DU Law 
events and to preserve the ability of our organizations to provide such beverages 
to our students. 

 
Section 2.  Student Leader Meetings. 

 
A. Attendance.   
 
Mandatory Student Leader Meetings will be held once a semester by the Senate, in 
conjunction with Student Affairs.  Each student organization’s President and Treasurer, 
or appointed registered designee, will be required to attend and sign-in at the student 
leader meetings. 

 
 B. Suspension.   
 

Student organizations that do not sign-in at the student leader meetings each semester 
will be subject to suspension.  Student organizations on suspension will not be allowed to 
present any funding requests to the Finance Committee until the suspension is cured.  
Suspension may be cured by meeting with the Office of Student Affairs to obtain 
materials dispersed at the missed meeting.  In the event the Student Organization does not 
attend the first Student Leader Meeting of the academic year, the Senate reserves the 
right to withhold all funds requested the previous year until the suspension is cured.   

 
 C. Probation.   
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 Student organizations that miss a meeting while on suspension will be put on probation.  
 During probation a student organization may not submit funding requests to the Finance 
 Committee and will not be allowed to submit reimbursements for funds spent during the 
 student organization’s period of probation.  Probation may be cured only by meeting with 
 the Office of Student Affairs to obtain materials dispersed at the missed meetings and 
 attendance at the following student leader meeting. 
 
 D. Petitions.   
 
 Petitions against suspension or probation may be heard by the Senate and overturned only 
 by a two-thirds vote of the Senate. 

 
Article V. S.B.A. Committee Composition.  No member of the SBA Senate shall chair 
more than one of the following committees.  A member of the Executive Board of the SBA 
Senate shall chair the following committees at the discretion of the SBA President except 
where a chair is specifically designated below. 
 
Section 1. The Finance Committee. 
  

The S.B.A. Finance Committee shall be composed of the S.B.A. Treasurer and up 
to four other members of the Senate to be appointed by the President.  The 
Treasurer shall chair the meetings  The Committee shall be responsible for insuring 
that all requests for budget allocations and travel expenses are considered in a 
timely manner. 

 
Section 2. The Planning/Social Committee. 

 
The Planning Committee shall be composed of two members of the Executive 
Board, who will serve as the committee chairs, and at least four other members of 
the Senate to be appointed by the President. The President may also appoint non-
Senate members from the S.B.A. to serve on the committee. The committee shall 
supervise all community service projects created and implemented by the Senate. 
This committee shall work with the student organizations and leaders and Student 
Affairs to facilitate collaboration on community events. The committee shall 
supervise the recognition of new student organizations and shall work with the 
S.B.A. President, student organization leaders, and Student Affairs to facilitate 
calendaring of student organization sponsored events.  The committee shall be 
responsible for coordinating social events approved by the Senate.  The committee 
shall ensure that all social activities undertaken by the S.B.A. are carried out in a 
manner prescribed by the S.B.A. Senate.  All Senate members shall be required to 
carry out any assigned duties in order to carry out the committee’s objectives.  

 
 

Section 3. The Fundraising Committee. 
 

The Fundraising Committee shall be composed of the Fundraising Vice-President, 
and at least three other members of the Senate to be appointed by the President.  
The President may also appoint non-Senate members from the S.B.A. to serve on 
the committee.  The committee shall supervise all fundraising projects created and 
implemented by the Senate, including but not limited to the management of the 
S.B.A. Bookstore, S.B.A. LRAP Lap, and S.B.A. Business Cards.  All Senate 
members shall be required to carry out any assigned duties in order to fulfill the 
committee’s objectives. 
 

Section 4. The Election Committee. 
 

The Election Committee shall be composed of an Election Committee Chair and up 
to three other Senate members appointed by the President. The President may also 
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appoint non-Senate members from the S.B.A. to serve on the committee. The 
Election Committee Chair shall be nominated by the President and approved by the 
Senate.  The Election Committee Chair shall be a student that is not interested or 
active in any campaign.  In the event that a nominated Election Committee Chair 
decides to run for an office or becomes actively involved in the campaign process, 
that Chair shall be removed by recommendation of the President and approval of 
the S.B.A. Executive Board.  The vacancy shall be filled by another Presidential 
nominated candidate upon approval of the Senate.  The Election Committee shall 
determine that all nominees for elections meet qualifications set forth in the 
Constitution ,these By-Laws and the Election Guidelines.  

 
Article VI.  Other S.B.A. Programming. 
 

A. Loan Repayment Assistance Program. (“L.R.A.P.”) 
 

The S.B.A. President, or his/her designee from the Senate, shall serve as one of the 
student members of the L.R.A.P. Committee. The remaining three student members 
of the L.R.A.P. committee shall be nominated by the Public Interest Law Group 
(“P.I.L.G.”) and approved by a majority vote of the Senate. P.I.L.G. shall accept 
applications through a process open to the entire S.B.A.  
 

B. LRAP Lap. 
 

1. The purpose of the LRAP Lap is to further the goals and interests of law students 
who choose to enter legal employment in the public interest field by raising funds to 
support Sturm College of Law programming. 
2. The Fundraising Vice-President, or his/her designee, shall serve as the Event 
Coordinator.  The Event Coordinator is responsible for the administration and 
management of the event and for working with the overall sponsor.  In addition, a 
Staff/Administrator/Faculty advisor shall assist in the coordination of the event. This 
advisor shall be appointed by the S.B.A. President. 
3. The primary benefactors of the LRAP Lap shall be L.R.A.P. and student-created 
scholarships that benefit students intending to pursue careers in public interest. At 
least Sixty Percent of the net raised funds shall be contributed to L.R.A.P. Up to Forty 
Percent of the net raised funds shall be contributed to student-created scholarships 
that benefit students intending to pursue careers in public interest such as the Bobbie 
Lou Mae White Scholarship Fund and any subsequently student-created 
scholarships.  The Senate has sole-discretion to divide the forty percent as it deems 
appropriate. 
4. Funds raised by the LRAP Lap shall be contributed to L.R.A.P. contingent upon 
the provisions in these By-Laws. Should any of the benefactors dissolve, or 
provisions in the By-Laws not be met for the contribution to L.R.A.P., the respective 
portion of funds raised shall be evenly disbursed among the remaining benefactors. 
5. In the event that the Senate votes by a two-thirds majority not to coordinate and/or 
serve as the presenting sponsor for the event, the President shall contact the 
benefactors to inquire as to whether any benefactor wishes to take on the Senate 
responsibilities. If no benefactor wishes to do so, the event shall be discontinued until 
Senate coordination and/or sponsorship resumes. 

Article VII. S.B.A. Subsidiaries. 
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A. A.B.A./L.S.D. 
 

1. The duties, goals, and purpose of the A.B.A./L.S.D. Charter are outlined in the 
A.B.A./L.S.D. By-Laws, attached. 

2. The Senate shall oversee the functions of the A.B.A./L.S.D. Charter and 
incorporate their By-Laws, attached as Appendix A. The Senate shall adopt by a 
two-thirds vote, any revision to the A.B.A./L.S.D. By-Laws. 

 
B. Student Review Board. 

 
1. The duties, goals, and purpose of the Student Review Board (“S.R.B.”) are 

outlined in the S.R.B. By-Laws, attached. 
2. The Senate shall oversee the functions of the S.R.B. and incorporate their By-

Laws, attached as Appendix B. The Senate shall adopt by a two-thirds vote, any 
revision to the S.R.B. By-Laws. 

3. The Chair of S.R.B. shall be appointed in accordance with the S.R.B. By-Laws.  
 
Article VIII. S.B.A. Appointments. 
 
Section 1. Internal Appointments. 
  

A. The President may appoint a Senate member as Parliamentarian to facilitate the 
use of Robert’s Rules of Order, the Constitution, and the By-Laws, who shall be 
responsible to draft the changes and amendments to these documents as are 
deemed necessary for the furtherance of Senate objectives. 

 
B. The President shall appoint a Senate member to update the Student Street 

calendar. 
 
Section 2. External Appointments. 
 

A. The Executive Board shall appoint all student members to the Faculty and 
Alumni Committees. 

 
B. The Executive Board shall appoint all student members to the Graduation 

Committee. 
 

C. The Executive Board shall appoint all student members to the University 
Committees. 

 
Article IX. S.B.A. Senate Meeting Time. 
 

The Senate shall hold their meetings Mondays at 4:30 p.m.  Members shall attend 
as required by the Constitution. 
 

Article X. Ratification of By-Laws. 
 

Ratification of the By-Laws shall be by a two-thirds majority vote of the Senate.  
The Secretary shall be responsible for presenting a set of By-Laws adequate for the 
Senate to begin to function. At the end of each Senate’s tenure, the outgoing Senate 
shall review and ratify the By-Laws. The newly ratified By-Laws shall be provided 
to the incoming Senate for implementation.  

 
Article XI. Amendment of By-Laws. 
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The Senate may, by a two-thirds vote, amend or strike any portion of the By-Laws 
it deems necessary. 

 


