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favorable conditions, the Butterfly produces a maximum of one generation of adults per year.  

Ninety-nine percent of its eggs will not survive to adulthood.  The Butterfly is pictured below: 

  
 

Sacramento Mountains Checkerspot Butterfly (Euphydryas anicia cloudcrofti). 

 22. The Butterfly is imperiled by multiple threats, including insecticide spraying, habitat, 

loss and destruction, climate change, invasive species, fire suppression and off-road vehicles. 

The butterfly is threatened by recurring insecticide applications directed at other species, but 

which kill the Butterfly. It is also threatened by continued habitat loss and degradation related to 

growth of the Village of Cloudcroft and recreation development on Forest Service lands.  Given 

the butterfly’s narrow, high elevation range and dependence on only one plant, the New Mexico 

Penstemon, for egg-laying, climate changes that results in either a shift in range or timing of the 

Penstemon’s growth could extirpate the species.  The proliferation of non-native weeds also 

harms the Butterfly.  Fire suppression likewise threatens the Butterfly by harming its habitat.  

Finally, proliferation of off-road vehicle recreation presents a threat to the habitat of the 

butterfly.  All of these threats pose an imminent danger to the very existence of this Butterfly 
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